
 

 March 16-17, 2012: California State 

Championships, Oroville CA. See 

flyers & rules this issue. 

 June 17-23, 2012: National Old 

Time Fiddle Contest, Weiser, ID. , 

CA 

Oct-Nov-Dec 2011 

 

Coming Events 

The last issue was late waiting for last minute entries 
and a very busy printer. Greatest apologies and hope 
this issue reaches you in a more timely manner.  

 

Happy Christmas & Holiday Season!! 

 

Anita 



California State Old - Time Fiddlers’ Association 

PO Box 1703 Oroville, California 95965 

President:  Wayne Agnew  csotfa@roadrunner.com 800 Hedyland Ct., Moorpark, CA 93021    815 -517-1131 

V. Pres. Bill Whitfield   doyleigh.whitfield@yahoo.com 16506 Elm Ave, Patterson, CA 95363       

                  209-402-3881 

Secretary:  Sharon Barrett:  texshar@pacbell.net  469 Jackson St. , Red Bluff, CA 96080       530-527-6127 

Treasurer  Robert Curtis   rocurtis@gatewayacceptance.com 60 Vernal Ct, Alamo, CA 94507 925 -930-7272 

Membership  Charley Oveland  croveland@sbcglobal.net 12901 Foothill Lane, Saratoga, CA 95070408 -867-1814 

Editor:   Anita Marley   anitam2449@yahoo.com 16506 Elm Ave., Patterson, CA 95363   

                   209-777-6824 

 

District 1:  Ben Clark  530-534-0775 clark9491@att.net  65 Hart Drive, Oroville   95966 

District 2:  Rhonda DeLuca  559-297-5350 rhonda.deluca@rrd.com 1533 S. Sunnyside Ave., Clovis  93611 

District 3:  Gayel Pitchford  661-821-7511 captgayel@cybersurfers.net785 Tucker Road #G, Tehachapi  93561 

District 4:  Pat Nelson  714-524-6673 rpnelson@pacbell.net 17392 Chicago Ave. Yorba Linda  92886  

District 5:  Doug Dempster  916-489-3856 hwy95@hotmail.com  4829 Foster Way, Carmichael  95608 

District 6:  Tex Ash  530-527-6127 texshar@pacbell.net   469 Jackson St., Red Bluff  96080 

District 7:  Willie Randel  619-444-8888 vkrandel@cox.net 313 Horizen Hills Dr., El Cajon  92020 

District 8:  *Cathy Agnew  805-517-1131 themimi@roadrunner.com  800 Hedyland Ct., Moorpark

 93021 

District 9:  Ruth Oveland  408-867-1814 roveland@sbcglobal.net 12901 Foothill Lane, Saratoga  95070 

District 14:  Don Shrum  760-356-4325 dshrum99@yahoo.com 870  Circle Dr., Holtville   92250 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

DISTRICT MEETING LOCATIONS, DATES, AND TIMES:  

District 1:  Municipal Auditorium  Oroville Ca.  4th  Sunday    1:00-4:30 p.m. 

District 2:  Senior Citizens Village, 1927 S. Chestnut Ave.  Fresno Ca Every Saturday  7:00-10:00 p.m. 

District 3:  Carden School Cafeteria   Tehachapi Ca  2nd Saturday    2:00-5:00 p.m. 

District 4:  Orange Thorpe Pk. Activity Bldg., 1414 Brookhurst  Fullerton Ca  1st Sunday 1:00 -4:00 p.m.  

District 5:  Orangevale Grange, 5807 Walnut Ave.  Orangevale Ca  2nd Sunday  1:00-5:00 p.m. 

District 6:  St. James Lutheran Church 2500 Shasta View Dr.  Redding CA  1nd Sunday Oct thru June 2:00 -        

  5:00 p.m.**  **Free Workshop Prior to Jam     

District 7:  Moose Lodge El Cajon Ca    1st & 4th Sunday   12:00-3:00 p.m. 

 Terrace Est. Club Room, 1815 Sweetwater Rd.  Spring Valley Ca  2nd Sunday  12:00-3:00 p.m.  

District 8:  Oak View Community Center, 18 Valley Rd.  Oak View Ca  2nd & 4 th  Sunday  1:30-4:00 p.m. 

District 9:  United  Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria St.  Castro Valley Ca  4th  Sunday  1:30-5:00 p.m. 

District 14:  Pioneerõs Museum, Imp Co. Hist. Soc, 33 Aten Rd Imperial Ca   1st & 3 rd Sunday 1:00 -3:00 p.m.**  

 **Free Fiddle Lessons Sept. to March  at the Imperial Library Thursday Nights 6:00 p.m.  



 

Save a Tree!!!       
 

 

Your e-mail Soundpost newsletter will have:  Full color news and photos  
      Internet links    

 

If you wish to receive e-mail Soundposts, send a message to me at 
anitam2449@yahoo.com and say yes to green!  

Please include your district #. Thanks 

 

Save the CSOTFA lots of money (postage) and 
time (snail -mail)!!  

For address errors, please contact Charlie Oveland, the 

Membership Secretary. He will correct it and send it on to 

me.  For typos, editorial comments, letters to the Editor, and 

newsletter contributions, send them directly to me: 

anitam2449@yahoo.com.  

 

Please send contributions to the newsletter by the 

15th of the ODD  numbered months to ensure in-

clusion in the current edition . 





2012 CSOTFA State/Open Fiddle Championship & Picking Contest Schedule 1. Schedule sub-

ject to change depending on number of contestants. 2. All contestants must be registered at least 30 MINUTES before their division begins, and be available 

30 MINUTES prior to the start of their Division, and have tune sheets turned in to Traffic Personnel at check-in time. (See general contest rule # 6) This 

includes the Friday night programs.  

 Friday March 16, 2012 at OROVILLE MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM  

1:30 PM CSOTFA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING (All members PLEASE attend) in the Auditorium  

2:30 PM Registration opens  

3:00 PM Opening Ceremony-Flag Salute-Invocation-Reading of the Deceased  

3:15 PM Fiddle contestants meet with Judges in the Auditorium  

3:30 PM Senior-Senior Fiddle Preliminaries (70 years & over)  

4:30 PM Senior Fiddle Preliminaries (60 ï 69 years)  

5:25 PM Senior-Senior (70 years & over) Top 5 Finalists  

5:50 PM Senior (60 ï 69 years) Top 5 Finalists  

6:15 PM AWARDS: Senior-Senior, Oldest Fiddler, Senior  

6:30 PM ANYTHING GOES  

To follow AWARDS  

Saturday March 17, 2012 at OROVILLE MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM  

7:30 AM Registration Opens (Young Adults first PLEASE)  

7:45 AM Fiddle Contestants meet with Judges in the Auditorium  

8:00 AM Young Adults (18 ï 36 years) Fiddle Preliminaries  

8:30 AM Junior (13 ï 17 years) Fiddle Preliminaries  

9:35 AM Junior-Junior (9 ï 12 years) Fiddle Preliminaries  

11:20 AM Pee Wee (8 years & under) Fiddle Preliminaries  

LUNCH BREAK  

1:00 PM Adult (37 ï 59 years) Fiddle Preliminaries  

2:10 PM Open (any age) Fiddle Preliminaries  

2:50 PM Junior Twin Fiddle (17 years & under): ONE ROUND ONLY fast/slow tunes, 4 min. limit  

3:15 PM Open Twin Fiddle (any age): ONE ROUND ONLY fast/slow tunes, 4 min. limit  

3:40 PM Open Picking (any age): ONE ROUND ONLY fast/slow tunes, 4 min. limit  

4:15 PM Junior Picking (17 years & under): ONE ROUND ONLY fast/slow tunes, 4 min. limit  

DINNER BREAK  

6:00 PM Opening Ceremonies ï Presentation of Colors-Invocation-Mayorôs Welcome  

6:15 PM Pee Wee (8 years & under) Top 5 Fiddle Finalists  

6:40 PM Junior-Junior (9 ï 12 years) Top 5 Fiddle Finalists  

7:05 PM Junior (13 ï 17 years) Top 5 Fiddle Finalists  

7:30 PM AWARDS: Twin Fiddle, Open Picking, Junior Picking, Pee Wee, Youngest Boy & Girl Fiddler  

7:45 PM JUDGES ENTERTAIN  

8:05 PM AWARDS: Junior-Junior, and Junior  

8:15 PM Adult (37 ï 59 years) Top 5 Fiddle Finalists  

8:40 PM Young Adult (18 ï 36 years) Top 5 Fiddle Finalists  

9:05 PM Open (any age) Top 5 Fiddle Finalists  



RULES FOR ANYTHING GOES 

 

1. Any acoustic instrument may be played during this division. Bands/Groups/Vocals may 

be included. This gives even fiddlers the opportunity to play tunes other than regular 

contest  tunes (e.g. cross-tuned, show tunes, hot fiddle, trick/fancy, etc.). 

 

2. Sign ups are mandatory by 5:30pm on Friday, March 16, 2012.  

 

3. Contestants will only play one(1) tune of their choice: fast, slow, show tune, cross-tuned, 

etc. 

 

4. Time limit is 5 minutes. This includes time on and off the stage. 

 

5. Contestants will be allowed to have a group size of 5 total on stage. 

 

6.  Judging will be based on: Audience Appeal, Stage Presence, Originality, 

 Technical Ability. 

 

7. 10 points will be deducted for going over time and for every 10 seconds afterwards. 

8. Entry fee is $5. 

 

9. Prize money will be determined by the amount of the accumulated entry fees. $250 mini-

mum guaranteed for 1
st
 place plus: 

  1st Place - 60% 2nd Place - 30% 3rd Place - 10% 

 

10. MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL ------------HAVE FUN!!!!! 



1. This contest is open to any musician. The highest scoring CA resident in each division will be declared the 

CA State Champion and receive certification to Weiser, ID. CA residency is defined as six (6) months as a CA 

resident or having a CA Driver's License.  Contestant does not have to belong to CSOTFA.  

2. Entry blank must be completed in full and entry fee paid.  Registration for Senior -Senior and Young Adult divisions will 

each close when the first contestant steps on stage.  Registration for all other divisions will close 30 minutes before the s ched-

uled starting time.  Your registration is not complete until your tune sheet  has been turned into the Traffic Desk.  

Registration will close Saturday after all fiddle preliminaries have finished and final rounds are posted.  

3. DIVISIONS:  Peewee (8 years and under); Junior -Junior (9 -12 years); Junior (13 -17 years); Young Adult (18 -36 years); 

Adult (37 -59 years); Senior (60 -69 years); Senior -Senior (70 years and over); Open (any age); Open Twin Fiddle (any age ); 

Junior Twin Fiddle (17 and younger) ; Accompanist (any age); Open Picking (any age); and Junior Picking (17 and younger).  

In order to compete in the Twin Fiddle, a contestant must be registered in a fiddle division and compete as scheduled.  A con-

testant may not enter in more than one fiddle division, but may additionally enter Accompanist, one Twin Fiddle and/or one 

Picking division.  Picking contestants may play only one instrument.  

4. An Accompanist must register and play with at least one contestant in competition (excluding entertainment).  Accompa-

nist awards are given according to the number of times an accompanist plays during competition rounds.  

5. All commercial recording rights are reserved and shall become the property of the CSOTFA.  Signing of the registration 

form shall waive such rights.  

6. Each contestant shall draw for initial order of appearance and the fiddle committee will draw before the second round for 

new order of appearance .  A contestant will be ready to play when called or he/she will  lose his/her turn and be disqualified 

from the contest.  The MC is given the authority to move on to the next contestant, and the CSOTFA board authorizes the 

president to disqualify the contestant who was not ready to play in a timely manner .  Contestants must  be available 30 

minutes before the division begins, and tune sheets must have been turned into Traffic.  Any contestant registered and not 

playing the initial round will be eliminated from the contest and forfeit all fees and badges for the remainder of the contes t.  

7. A contestant must wait for their first round to be posted in case a tie has to be broken before the second round.  If a con-

testant is not immediately available, the committee will make a decision regarding the tie.  A tie for 5 th  place will result in 6 

contestants playing in the second round.  Winners of non -money ties will be decided according to which contestant played 

first in the first round.  

8. If a contestant qualifies and does not play a second round, he/she will forfeit their standing in the second round.  The 

next contestant will move up and play in the second round.  

9. Contestants may play without accompanist or with no more than three accompanists , no more than two of  which may be 

standard guitars .  An accompanist may not play the melody of the tune.  

10. No instrument with electrical amplification will be allowed.  This is strictly an acoustical contest.  

11. No sheet music shall be displayed while contesting.  There are no vocals allowed.  This is an instrumental contest.  

12. If a string breaks, the contestant will have the option to continue to play, or to stop at that point.  If the tune is comple t-

ed, it will be judged as played.  If the contestant stops, he/she will be allowed to begin with that tune and complete the ro und .  

If the judges fail to hear all or part of a tune, the contestant will have the option of re -playing the round immediately, or pl ay-

ing at the end of the division.  

13. Any contestant or accompanist that acts in an unsportsmanlike manner, is intoxicated or is under the influence of drugs, 

will not be allowed to perform; will forfeit entry fee and any prize money; and will be escorted from the contest.  Appropria te 

attire is expected, including shirt and shoes.  

14. Any protest must be submitted in writing to the Contest Chairman and signed by not less than three contestants of the 

contest division involved within three (3) hours of the protest occurrence.  

15. All decisions of the judges and/or the Contest committee are final.  

16. Contestants are responsible for picking up their own scoresheets at the registration table at the end of the contest.  First 

round results will be posted .  The Highs and Lows will be printed in the òSoundpostó along with the final results. 

All questions regarding contest rules, procedures, and personnel must be addressed to the Contest committee.  



CSOTFA Fiddle Division Rules  

In addition to the General Contest Rules, the following apply:  

1. Any contestant winning three (3) consecutive years in the Junior, Young Adult, Adult, Senior, or Senior -Senior divisions 

will automatically move into the Open division.  Any Junior -Junior winning three consecutive years will automatically move 

into the Junior division. Any Peewee winning three (3) consecutive years will automatically move into the Junior -Junior divi-

sion.  Any contestant winning three (3) consecutive years in the Open division must sit out the next yearõs contest or may be 

asked to judge.  

2. Any danceable folk tunes played in old time fiddle fashion will be acceptable.  

3. No trick or fancy fiddling is allowed during the contesting appearances and no cross -tuned fiddles are allowed in the con-

test.  

4. Contestants at each appearance must first play a Hoedown, second a Waltz and third a Tune of Choice other than a Hoe-

down or a Waltz.  No tune shall be played more than once by a contestant within a division.  In case of a tie, a Hoedown will  be 

played.  

5. Four (4) minutes playing time will be strictly adhered to.  Ten (10) points will be deducted from the total score for each 30  

second interval or portion thereof in excess of four (4) minutes.  There is no grace period.  

Judging is on the following basis:  Danceability/Rhythm 25%; Old Time style 25%; Difficulty 25%; and Intonation/Clarity of 

Tone 25%.  Scores will be cumulative.  

CSOTFA Twin Fiddle Division Rules  

In addition to the General Contest Rules, the following apply:  

1. This contest is limited to two (2) tunes of your choice:  a fast  tune and a slow  tune.  In case of a tie, you may play a tune of 

your choice.  In the case of a tie, a contestant may not play a tune more than once in the Twin Fiddle Division.  There is  one 

round only.  

2. Four (4) minute playing time will be strictly adhered to.  Ten (10) points will be deducted from the total score for each 30 

second interval or portion thereof in excess of four (4) minutes.  There is no grace period.  

3. Judging is on the following basis:  Harmony 25%, Danceability/Rhythm 25%, Difficulty 25%, and Intonation/ Clarity of Tone 

25%. 

Any Twin Fiddle partners winning three (3) consecutive years in the Twin Fiddle Division must sit out a year . 

 

CSOTFA Picking Division Rules  

In addition to the General Contest Rules, the following apply:  

1. This contest is limited to two (2) tunes, a fast turn and a slow tune. The tunes must be played in this order .  In  case of a 

tie, you may play a tune of your choice.  

2. Four (4) minute playing time will be strictly adhered to.  Ten (10) points will be deducted from the total score for each 30 

second interval or portion thereof in excess of four (4) minutes.  There is no grace period.  

3. Guitar and mandolin players must use flatpick  style only.  Finger picking is allowed for banjo players.  

Judging is on the following basis:  Picking Ability 25%, Rhythm/Timing 25%, Intonation/Clarity of Tone 25%, and Difficulty 

25%. 

 

Ready Room (Warm -up Room) Rules of Courtesy  

A warm -up room is provided for contestants at CSOTFA Fiddle Contests, affording the contestants the 

opportunity to go through their tunes for a final time before appearing on stage.  

1.  The use of the Ready Room will be closely monitored, and the upcoming scheduled contestant shall have sole usage of         

the Ready Room.  All others must stay clear of the room until their turn to play on stage.  

2.  There will be no jamming in the Ready Room at any time.  

3.  The Traffic Committee shall have the responsibility to insure the correct usage of the warm -up room and shall have the au-

thority to enforce the rules.  

4.  Contestants that refuse to comply with these rules shall be reported to the Contest Chairman.  Offenders may be disquali-

fied from further participation in the contest at the discretion of the Contest Chairman.  



 Western Open Results, Oc-

tober 20 -22, 2011  

 

Peewee (ages 8 and under)  

1.  Amanda Culbreath, Orland CA  

2.  Monica McDonough, Bangor CA  

3.  Patricia Garrett, Folsom CA  

4.  Keaton Reitan, Cottonwood CA  

5.  Luke Allison, Bend OR  

 

Youngest Fiddler  

1.  Annie Culbreath, Orland CA, age 3  

 

Junior Junior (age 12 and under)  

1.  Vance Voetberg, Chehalis WA  

2.  Christopher Culbreath, Orland CA  

3.  Elizabeth McDonough, Bangor CA  

4.  Lauren Allison, Bend OR  

5.  Rudy Voetberg, Chehalis WA  

 

Junior (age 17 and under)  

1.  Amy Culbreath, Orland CA  

2.  Lilja Voetberg, Chehalis WA  

3.  Tucker Voetberg, Chehalis WA  

4.  Ryley Gallagher, Red Bluff CA  

5.  Tallon Sandoval, Janesville CA  

 

Young Adult (age 18 -36) 

1.  Melissa Lincoln, Antelope CA  

2.  Annie Voetberg, Chehalis WA  

3.  Laura Hightower, San Francisco CA  

4.  Christine Smith, Whitmore CA  

5.  Abbie Brink, Whitmore CA  

6.  Emily Otteson, Portland OR  

 

Adult (age 37 -59)  

1.  Katy Bridges, Petaluma CA  

2.  Johny McDonald, Quincy CA  

 

Senior (ages 55 -69) 

1.  Pat Scott, Red Bluff CA  

2. Nicki Carlisle, Shingletown CA  

3.  Dan Touchstone, San Diego CA  

4.  Anita Marley, Patterson CA  

5.  Randy Warner, Washoe Valley NV  

 

Senior Senior (ages 70 and up)  

1.  Arthur Kee, Brentwood CA  

2.  Charley Oveland, Saratoga CA  

3.  Carl Malotte, Lincoln CA  

4.  Anne Huber, Redding CA  

5.  Les Tucker, Woodburn OR  

 

Oldest Fiddler  

Les Tucker, Woodburn OR, age 84  

 

Open (any age)  

1.  Mia Orosco, Lorena TX  

2.  Elisha Voetberg, Chehalis WA  

3.  Darren Reitan, Red Bluff CA  

4.  John Francis, Salt Lake City UT  

5.  Liddy Voetberg, Chehalis WA  

6.  Eric Anderson, Lincoln CA  

7.  Starr McMullen, Corvallis OR  

8.  Martha Boyle, Cottonwood CA  

 

Junior Picking (age 17 and under)  

1.  Patrick Murray, Shingletown CA  

2.  Francis McDonough, Bangor CA  

3.  Brad Williams, Little Valley CA  

 

Open Picking (any age)  

1.  Jerry Rose, Mt. Shasta CA  

2.  Elisha Voetberg, Chehalis WA  

3.  Avery Ellisman, Encinitas CA  

 

Junior Twin Fiddle (age 17 and under)  

1.  Amy & Christopher Culbreath, Orland CA  

2.  Francis & Juliann McDonough, Bangor 

CA 

3.  Laura & Hannah Allison, Bend OR  

4.  Monica & Elizabeth McDonough, Bangor 

CA 

5.  Cameron Holland & Ben Cleland  

 

Adult Twin Fiddle (age 18 and up)  

1.  John Francis/ Danita Gardner  

2.  Johny McDonald/Tallon Sandoval  

3.  Billy Smith/ Arthur Kee  

4.  Alma Reitan/Anne Huber  

 

Junior Jukebox (age 17 and under)  

1.  Rudy Voetberg, Chehalis WA  

2.  Lauren Allison, Bend OR  

3.  Clara Boyle, Cottonwood CA  

 

Open Jukebox (any age)  

1.  Tricia Ferguson, Redding CA  

2.  Mia Orosco, Lorena TX  

3.  Johny McDonald, Quincy CA  

 

Accompanist (any age)  

1.  Jim French, Weaverville CA  

2.  Eric Anderson, Lincoln CA  

3.  Bob Gardner, Palo Alto CA  

4.  Al Myers, Redding CA  

5.  Tom Spence, Redding CA 

 

Fiddle Judges  

Amber Randall -Corr, Graeagle CA  

Hughie Smith, Bakersfield CA  

Ed Carnes, Franklin TN  

Gary Schuh, Gresham OR  

Stacey Pagter Snodgrass, Hanford CA  

 

Picking Judges  

Lee Brushett, Shasta CA  

Sam Cuenca, Mt. Shasta CA  

Jonathan Trawick, Little Rock AR  

 

Fred Ford Award  

Nicki Carlisle, Shingletown CA  

 

Robert Strawn Award  

Amy Culbreath, Orland CA  

 

Jukebox MCs  

John Eaden, Corona CA  

Adrienne Jacoby, Redding CA  

 

Contest MC  

Tex Ash, Red Bluff CA  
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